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THEOLOGICAL, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


REMARKS ON LUKE II. 49. 


Ovx neeiTo oT ey TOIG WaTeOS mov Orcs eivect Mee 


Tx order to acquire a critical knowledge of the scriptures, it is neces- 
sary that we should acquaint ourselves with the various elliptical forms 
of expression, which so frequently occur in the Hebrew and Greek 
languages. In the passage before us, the specifick idea which our Sa- 
viour intended to express, entirely depends on the word by which the 
ellipsis is supplied. The authors of our English translation have sup- 
plied the word xeayuacs after ev rors, and consequently have translated 
the passage thus: ‘* Wist ye not that I must be about my father’s 
business.”” Rosenmueller seems to have preferred this rendering, and 
has quoted a passage from Philo in support of it. He has a!so shown 
that the phrase esas ev ros TH Barircws OF seatnys, signifies in classick 
writings, to be occupied in those pursuits which appertain to a king or 
military commander. But he has not referred to a single example 
where this phraseology has that meaning in the scriptures. The pas- 
sage will admit of a different translation, equally consistent with the 
context, and perfectly in accordance with the usage of the inspired 
writers. 

By supplying the word dwue or omus, instead of meayua, the sen- 
timent expressed by our Saviour would be this: ‘* Know ye not that 
I must be at my father’s house ?”” The parents of Jesus, on returning 
to the temple, after having anxiously sought him in every place where 
they supposed it probable he might be, express their astonishment at 
finding him still in that sacred place, conversing in a familiar manner, 
with the learned rabbis and doctors of the Jewish church. “ Son, ” 
said his mother, ** why hast thou thus dealt with us? Lo, thy father 
and I have made diligent search for thee, with sorrow.’ Our Saviour 
replied, ‘* Why did ye seek me ? Know ye not that I must be at my 
father’s house ?”? This translation accords with the Syriack, the latter 
Persick, and the Armenian versions.* Origen, Chrysostom, and seve- 
ral other learned fathers of the church.give the same interpretation of 
the passage. ‘Titus Bostrensis, a Christian bishop of the 4th century, 


* See Adam Clarke’s note on the passage. 
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quotes the passage in such a connexion as leaves no doubt that he un- 
Gerstood it in the same manner. Eig rov vaov av te Sex, On, ndeirs ott ev 
Tos TH wareos mB det eivas ws: Being in the temple of God, he, (i. e. 
Cisrist.) sued, know ye not that I must be at my father’s? This interpre- 
tation of the ellipsis is supported by classical authority. Josephus (L. 
1. c Apion) designates the temple of Jupiter by the phrase ev ross rou 
Mies. The same phraseology occurs frequently in Homer and other 
Greek writers * It is also a common idiom in the Latin language. 
Thus ‘Terence : Ubi ad Diane veneris, ito ad dextram. Adelphi. A. 
4. 2 43  “* When you come to the temple of Diana turn to the 
rizht.”” Let us now see what light the scriptures throw on this sub- 
ject. Our Saviour himself, in another place, calls the temple of 
God, his father’s house ‘ Make not my father’s house a house of 
merchandize.”” John ii. 16. This of itself may be regarded as an au- 
thoritative interpretation of the passage in question. But to render 
ihe meaning more certain, a few among the numerous instances in 
which the same idiom occurs in the bible, will be quoted. 

Gen, xli, 51. ** For God,” saith he, ‘* hath made me to forget all my 
toil, and al! mv father’s house.”” This is a literal translation of the 
Hebrew »2x:3xma—92 nx ~— ‘The Septuagint, though not so literal as the 
English trausiaiin, conveys precisely the same idea. Kas martwy 
tov wateos mov. Lsther viii. 2. ** And Esther set Mordecai over the 
house (i e. the family) of Haman.” Heb spn mo—y. Sept. ex: 
wavtav tov Auav. See also Esther vii. 9.Sirac xii. 10. The phrase 
«5 Ta idie@ is O' trequent occurrence in the holy scriptures, and “the 
iuiom and ellipsis are precisely the same as in the phrase ev tos rov 
watess wv. John xix. 27.* And from that hour that disciple took her 
unto bis own home.” Erg ra sdie. John xvi. 32. Behold the hour cometh, 
yes is now come, that ye shall be scattered every man to his own ;” 
tig Te sdte i e. When you being separated from me, shall return to your 
homes. Hstherv. 10. ** And when he (i e. Haman) came home.” 
Heb. w2-x = Sept. eg ra sdice. See Esthervi.12. Thus it is evident 
that the proposed rendering is in accordance with the Hebrew, and 
likewise with the Helenistick and classick Greek idioms. Gilbert 
Wakefield, and the authors of the Improved Version, as it is falsely 
called, have translated the passage in this way : but Dr. Campbell’s 
translation and also the new German translation ot De Wette exhibit 
all the ambiguity of the original. ‘The reason which Campbell, after 
the example of Doddridge, has assigned for his translation, would be 
perfectly satisfactory in cases where no doubt or hesitation existed in 
respect to the meaning of the original ; but in the present instance it 
does not appear to me to be conclusive. On recurring to the Hebrew 
New Testament published by the society in England for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews, I find that the authors of that translation 
have supplied the ellipsis by inserting the pronoun wx instead of the 
noun m2, Perhaps some of your learned correspondents can state the 


* Vid. Wakefield’s note in loco, 
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a authority upon which this rendering is made. I will only remark, in 
* | conclusion, that our Saviour may have called the temple oimzue tx 
e. wateos, his father’s house, partly, as Koineil observes, in allusion to 
4 the preceding observation of his mother, “I and thy father ;’-partly 
_ in order to impress more deeply upon her mind his intimate union 
“ | with God. He wished to recall to her remembrance, those signal 
-C | _ manifestations of divine Providence, with which God had distinguish- 
4 ed his birth and infancy ; and thus to convince her that all solicitude 
\. on his account was entirely superfluous and improper. / 
1e Canpipatus. 
” 
of === 
of ‘ 
" SERMON.—No. XXVI, 
er Romans x1. 11—14. J say then, Have they stumbled that they should 
in | fall ? God forbid: but rather through their fall, salvation is come 
unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall 
y of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them, the 
1e riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? For ] sp. ak 
ne to you Gentiles ; inasmuch as | am the apostle of the Gentiles. | mag- 
wy nify mine office ; if, by any means, I may provoke to emulation them 
he | which are my flesh, and might save some of them. 
ms 
se Ix the chapter from which these words are selected. and commended 
he to your particular attention, one of the deep mysteries of a wise and 
ou merciful Providence is wondertully unfolded to our view. The rea- 
er sonings of the apostle respecting God’s purpose of election ; his mercy 
h, to the Gentiles, and the objections of Jews and Judaizing Christians 
- against the doctrine of justification by faith, which, through ten cliap- 
ur ters, he has so ably pursued, are here brought to a close; and such a 
.’  * depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and the know!edge of God,” 
nt is displayed, as excites in his own mind the most rapturous admiration. 
nd The things unfolded in this chapter are matiy and important, and 
rt our remarks on the several parts will be brief and imperfect: the 
ly most I can hope from them, is to direct your attention to things so 
Is | well calculated to excite in our minds, reverence, adoration, and grati- 
rit tude to God. It will here be still more clearly seen, that those dis- 
er pensations of the Almighty, so offensive to human wisdom, are not 
be only just, but merciful : those very dealings which excited murmurs, 
in and gave offence to men, exhibit unbounded equity and benevolence. 
it St. Paul commences this chapter with words of consolation to 
WT his ‘* brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh”? He had shown 
ng * the severity of God,’’ and directed their view to that fearful tem- 
on pest of Divine judgment which was gathering over their nation ; and 
he that “sure word of prophecy” which predicted their excision from the 
he — family of the faithful. But for the comfort of all who had eyes to see, 


he points to the angel of peace, who ‘ rides in the whirlwind and di- 
rects the storm.”’ He shows that the rejection of the Israelites would 
be limited both in extent and duration. ‘‘1 say then, hath God cast 
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away his people ?”’ has he totally and finally cut off the whole nation 
from an interest in the Messiah, and the privileges of his church ? 
** God forbid,” saith the apostle ; ** for I also am an Israelite, of the 
seed of Abraham ; of the tribe of Benjamin.’ He was himself of that 
nation, and at first was opposed to the gospel, and persecuted the 
brethren; yet he was accepted in the beloved: his being a Jew did 
not debar him of ** that righteousness which is by faith.”? The door of 


the church was still open to any individual of the descendants of 


Abraham. What the prophets foretold, the apostles carefully taught, 
that ‘* whosoever shali call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
in his word it is written, and to his glory it should be proclaimed, 
that ** God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.” 

It is true, that in the usual sense of this last word, God foreknoweth 
all men, and ali things; but the corresponding word in the Greek is 
less restricted in its meaning, and is often applied to things that are 
past ; to the knowledge of events which had before taken place. St. 
Paul thus uses the word, Acts xxvi. ‘* The Jews knew me from the 
beginning.” Had it been rendered “ foreknew me,” the true sense, 
and indeed all the sense, would have been lost. It should also be recol- 
lected, that to know, in its scriptural use, often means to approve, or to fa- 
vour. And the compound word rendered to foreknow, may sometimes 
better be rendered to have before approved. Such, in my judgment, is 
evidently its sense in this place : ** God hath not cast away his people 
which he foreknew ;” that is, those whom he has before ‘approved or 
acknowledged to be his people. By the preaching of the gospel to the 
Jews, God was still manifesting his willingness to embrace them, with 
the arms of his mercy. ‘The number of the Jews who were true be- 
Jievers was, indeed, small. but it had been, in ages preceding, still 
smaller. Had they forgotten ‘* what the scripture saith of Elias?” In 
his intercession he supposed that the whole nation had become idolaters ; 
that he was left alone, the only worshipper of the true God. ‘* But what 
saith the answer of God unto him ? I have reserved to myself seven 
thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.” 
Even in those ‘degenerate day s, when, to human appearance, there was 
** not one godly man left,” the Lord had thousands of faithful servants. 
*¢ Even so,”’ continues the apostle * at this present time also, there is 
a remnant according to the election (or an election) of grace.” 

The believing Jews were this remnant ; whose numbers were then 
considerable. ‘Their election was gratuitous. ‘They were accepted 
of God, and numbered with his faithful people, not for their own 
merits, or because they had, more than others, kept the law given by 
Moses ; by grace they were saved, through fatth, not of themselves, 
but of the free favour of God. And this, the apostle would impress 
upon their minds ; “ If by grace,” if it is of God’s free gift, that the 
believing Jews are elected, “* then it is no more of works ;” it cannot 


of course be for any good in themselves. ‘ Otherwise,” except 
we admit this inference, ** grace is no more grace.” What is called 
salvation by grace, would not be truly gratuitous, if it rested on the 
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foundation of human merit. And on the other hand, supposing hu- 
man merit to be the foundation ; * if it be of works, then is it no 
more of grace ;” it cannot be God’s free gift. And allowing it to be 
what it is, God’s free gift, ‘‘ work is no more work ;”’ it merits nothing. 

‘* What then” is the result of these remarks? It is this, that ** Israel 
hath not attained that which he seeketh for,”’ justification and accept- 
ance with God: because they trusted in their own merits and sought 
it by their works. ‘* But the election hath obtained it.’ The rem 
nant of believing Jews wisely submitted to God’s righteousness ; they 
trusted in their Saviour, ‘* according to the election of grace ;” they 
were acknowledged and blessed as the people of God. ‘ And the 
rest were blinded.”? The unbelieving part of the nation continued in 
darkness. 

And this agrees with what “ is written (in the prophet Isaiah) God 
hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, 
and ears that they should not hear, unto this day.” The justice of 
God in thus hardening them, the apostle had shown and we have con- 
sidered in the 9th chapter. To the same purpose, in the 69th psalm, 
David saith, “* Let their table be made a snare and a trap, and a stum- 
bling block, and a recompence unto them : let their eves be darken- 
ed that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.” It is 
worthy of remark, as we pass along, that the deprecations in the 
psalms, which men are ready to understand as uncharitable curses, 
are shown, by the pen of inspiration, to be prophetick denunciations 
against impenitent transgressors, and the enemies of Christ. ‘* Let 
him that readeth understand :” let us pray God to deliver us from 
such hardness, and bless his name, that ** the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy.” 

We now come to a part of the chapter, which is worthy of particular 
regard. St. Paul having proved that God had not * cast off ail his 
people,” the Jews, but those only who rejected their Saviour; pro- 
ceeds to show, that even the unbelieving part are not, as a nation. 
cast off for ever. ‘I say, then, Have they stumbled that they should 
fall 2” Is their rejection fatal and final? Will their unbelief so cut 
them off, as a nation, that they shall never again be restored ? ‘* God 
forbid,” replies the apostle. The truth, rather, is, that * through 
their fall, salvation is come to the Gentiles for to provoke them to 
jealousy.” Here the ‘ wisdom of God ina mystery,” gradually un- 
folds to our view. The abolishing of the Mosaick law, destruction of 
the Jewish state, and dispersion of the nation, evidently contributed, 
in various ways, and in a great degree, to give salvation, (that is, the 
knowledge and means of salvation) to the Gentiles. The same provi- 
dential events which were a just judgment of heaven upon the Israel- 
ites for their impenitency and unbelief, were so ordered by infinite 
wisdom, as to be the means of dispensing grace and mercy to the 
other nations of the earth. And yet further, and what is still more 
wonderful, this mercy to the Gentiles—their conversion to the faith, 
and acknowledgment of the true God, with their consequential bles- 
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sings and religious prosperity—would eventually provoke the Jews to 
jealousy, or a godly emulation. In the fulness of time, that ‘* time 
which the Father hath put in his own power,” the Jews as a people, 
seeing the gospel so long professed, and so permanently established 
among the Gentiles, and that God is with them ; seeing the church of 
Christ firm as the rock of Zion, against which the gates of hell cannot 
prevail, will at length “* believe that Jesus is the Son of God :” in him 
with joy they will recognise their long expected Messiah, and emerge 
from their present darkness into marvellous light. 

The apostle, still lifting the veil from this mystery, gives us a fur- 
ther view ‘‘ of the wisdom and knowledge of God.” ‘The conversion 
of the Jews, when it does, as it certainly will, take place, shall be the 
means of a still more extensive spread of the gospel, and increase of 
the church among the other nations. For * if the fall of them (the 
Jews) be the riches of the world. and the diminishing of them tbe 
riches of the Gentiles ; how much more their fulness.” Of this bles- 
sed effect of their conversion, we can easily conceive. IfGod’s wis- 
dom could make their unbelief a general blessing to mankind: if the 
destruction of the Jewish state and dispersion of the nation, by ful- 
filling the prophets, and showing the truth of the gospel, confirmed 
thousands and myriads in the faith of Christ; much more will their 
ulness—the general conversion of the nation—serve to spread and 
establish the truth of God throughout the world. It will not, improbably, 
operate to the conversion of all the nations of the earth, among whom, 
and no doubt for that end, they are now scattered. They are not 
cast off for ever: they have not stumbled that they should fall. They 
are reserved, most wonderfully reserved, for this noble purpose of God's 
election. A remnant of them his grace has already brought into the 
fold: in due time, their fulness shall follow. Of this glorious event 
we have an infallible assurance ; not by the pen of this apostle only ; 
we have many predictions to the same purpose, by the prophets of the 
Old Testament. And what is most wonderful, we have before our 
eyes the present state of the Jews: a state perfectly corresponding 
with what, ** at sundry times and in divers manners’? was more than 
two thousand years since predicted. A state the like of which the his- 
tory of the world cannot produce a parallel. A state, considering its 
circumstances, so remote from all human experience that it is a stand- 
ing miracle, confirming all that the scriptures contain ; most convinc- 
ing in its nature, and of the widest extent. You see here a nation, 
the oldest in the world, still existing. and preserving, without altera- 
tion, the laws which were given them by Moses. Though they 
have been hated and persecuted by Christians and Pagans and 
Musselmen, and oppressed by every nation under heaven, they still 
exist a numerous people. For almost two thousand years they have 
not possessed an inch of territory, and yet they continue a distinct 
people, with laws and customs and religion peculiar to themselves. 
And this wonder—this miracle, so contrary to all human wisdom, and 
the experience of men—was, by the prophets, clearly predicted. By 
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them has God declared that though he should make a full end of the 
nations among whom the Jews are scattered, he will not make a full 
end of them his people. After the lapse of twenty-five hundred years, 
during which the nations of the earth have been rising and passing 
away, like waves on the ocean, those prophecies are still fulfilling. 

This is a subject in which the apostle feels much interest, and ap- 
pears much engaged ; and he tells us why he is so. ‘*I speak to 
you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I mag- 
nify mine office ; if by any means I may provoke to emulation them 
which are my flesh, and may save some of them.” He had a high 
sense of the honour and the importance of his commission to preach the 
everlasting gospel to the nations of the earth ; and he dwelt the more 
on the momentous subject of their conversion and acceptance, in the 
hope that his kindred the Jews might be excited to emulate the faith 
of the Gentiles, and so he might be instrumental in saving some indi- 
viduals ; though their fulness, or the general conversion of the nation, 
was not then to be expected. 

The apostle having thus accounted for his zeal, continues his dis- 
course : ** If the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world ; 
what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead ?”’ If Divine 
wisdom could make the unbelief of the Jews turn out for the further- 
ance of the gospel ; if casting away that small people tended, in a 
great degree, to reconcile the world of mankind to the Christian faith : 
it is highly reasonable to suppose, and it is here predicted, that their 
conversion will have a more powerful effect. It appears from the 
prophets, that before the conversion of the Jews, religion would de- 
cline ; Christians would become lukewarm and lifeless; and we have 
already seen it too much verified. But that glorious event will cause 
such joy, and intuse such a spirit of piety, love, and gratulation through- 
out the universal church, that the whole body will be renovated, and 
the state of religion become as *‘ life from the dead.’’ Then, proba- 
bly, will commence the most glorious state of the church mili'ant. 
“ The mountain of the Lord’s house will then be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all na- 
tions shall flow unto it.”’ They shall then “ beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and Jearn war no more.” May the Lord hasten on the 
glorious day : may we ail more frequently, and more fervently pray, 
“ Thy kingdom come.” 

That this day of the Lord will come, the apostle continues, and still 
more clearly, to assure us. ‘ For if the first fruit be holy, the lump 
is also holy ; and if the root be holy, so are the branches.’ The 
gospel was, at first, preached to the Jews only; and the manner 
in which the first converts among them were sanctified and received, 
is an evidence or argument that the nation, generally, is considered 
as holy to Ged. Because Abraham, the root or father of the nation, 
was eminently faithful, God was pleased to reward his fidelity by ex- 
tending this distinction to his posterity. 

This metaphor of a root and its branches happily illustrates the sub- 


ject, and is therefore continued. ‘‘ Ifsomeof the branches be broken 
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off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in amongst them, 
and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree ; 
boast not against the branches: but if thou boast, thou bearest not the 
root, but the root thee. God has never had but one church on the 
earth, of which Abraham was the visible root ; the father of the faith. 
ful. From this stock the unbelieving Jews were broken off ; the be- 
lieving Gentiles were as scions grafled into it. They were as wild 
olives ; and, contrary to what is usual in graffing, they were less no- 
ble than the stock : in this spiritual graffing, the scion, not the stock, 
is improved. Here were two considerations to make the Gentile 
Christians think humbly of themselves, and charitably of the Jews. 
The Jews were more noble, as having been long distinguished as God’s 
people, whom he delighted to honour ; and they were the church before 
the Gentiles were gtaffed in. ‘* ‘To them pertained the adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the ser- 
vice of God, and the promises. Theirs were the fathers, and of them, 
as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever.” In the natural graffing, the scion may boast of bearing better 
fruit than the stock ; but here such boasting is excluded. ‘The Gen- 
ti'es carry no privileges, nor any thing good with them into the church : 
they are partakers only, in common with the believing Jews, of the 
blessings of that Saviour who was of the seed of Abraham. 

It is painful to reflect how little, through many centuries, the Gen- 
tiles regarded this apostolick injunction. Not only did they boas¢ 
against those branches which were broken off ; but did tread them un- 
der foot : cruelly did they ‘* persecute those whom God had smitten.” 
Their uncharitable boasting is further noticed and condemned: ‘* Thou 
wilt say then, the branches were broken off, that I might be graffed 
in.” And this, in a limited sense, they might truly say ; through 
their fall salvation came unto the Gentiles. The punishment of the 
Jews was made subservient to the conversion of others. But Chris- 
tians ought the more for this to have pitied the blindness of the Jews, 
and to have laboured, like Paul, to convert them. It is a great conso- 
lation however, and a cause of thankfulness to God, that this enmity 
towards the Jews has now ceased : it is an interesting indication that 
the fulness of that people is near at hand. 

Let us profit by what the apostle adds: ** Well, because of unbelief 
they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high mind- 
ed, but fear. For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee.”” If the Jews, whom God so loved, who 
were the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were rejected 
for unbelief, surely we, who were of the wild olive tree, should ** take 
heed lest there be in any of us an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God.” 

** Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them 
which fell, severity,” which they well deserved ; ‘* but towards thee, 
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness; otherwise thou also 
shalt be cut off.” These words need no explanation: but they ought 
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carefully to be remembered, that you may “ work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling ; and that you may respect the Jews, as 
your elder brethren, and consider that “ they also, if they abide not 
still in unbeliet, shall be graffed in; for God is able to graff them in 
again,’’ and number them with the brightest members of his church. 

The apostle still dwells upon this subject; ** If thou wert cut out 
of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed con. 
trary to nature into a good olive tree ; how much more shall these, 
which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive 
tree.”’ God is, if possible, more willing to receive them than 
us. Far then, from being high minded, we have reason to fear 
lest we ve rejected ; and to commiserate them, whose blindness 
has added to our light. St. Paul is exceedingly solicitous that 
this matter be well understood, and deeply impressed upon our 
minds: ** For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits. that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in. And so all Israel shall be saved.” Comparing this with what goes 
before, it appears that the Jews will continue in their present state, 
as an astonishing display of the ‘* goodness and severity of God,” till 
the gospel is spread through many, perhaps the most of the nations of 
the earth; here called the * the fulness of the Gentiles”’ But among 
them will be much coldness and imperfection. Then the Jews, in 
the time appointed, will come into the church, and cause a great in- 
crease of piety; a general renovation of religion ; a ** liie from the 
dead.” 

We see, then, that ‘* as concerning the gospel, the Jews are ene- 
mies for our sakes ;” they are treated as aliens, and with severity. to 
confer blessings on the Gentiles ; their sufferings contribute to our 
benefit. ‘ But,’? continues the apostle, ** as touching the election, they 
are beloved for the fathers’ sakes.’ For the sake of the patriarchs, 
and in gracious remembrance of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to whom 
the promise was made, God will not wholly renounce their descend- 
ants ; be will correct them in measure, and in due time restore them 
to his favour. All the Jews were of the election; they were God’s 
chosen people. Those of them who believed in Christ are distin- 
guished as ** an election of grace.”” The others, though for a season 
set aside, are not cast off for ever. ** For the gifts and calling of God 
are without repentance.” Faithfulness is one of his attributes In 
the history of his providence he is distinguished as a Gud who keepeth 
covenant. His gifts bestowed on the seed of Jacob he will not revoke, 
Having called them to be his people, in all his subsequent disp«nsa- 
tions, he will not swerve from his covenant; but adhere with unde- 
viating truth, to his original purpose of election. 

The apostle urges, still further, upon the serious consideration of the 
Gentiles, that they were once unbelievers ; and that the unbelief of 
the Jews was instrumental to their obtaining mercy. Now, the Jews 
27 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL, III. 
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are unbelievers, and God’s mercy to the Gentiles shall be made a 
blessing to them. And to crown the revelation of this wondrous 
‘** mystery,” he adds: ‘* For God hath concluded them all in unbe- 
lief, that he might have mercy upon all.” What is here rendered un- 
belief, means rather disobedience. God has concluded all under sin ; 
their guiltis made manifest ; that it may also appear that his good- 
ness is impartial, and all of any nation under heaven, who are saved, 
receive the blessing from the fountain of his mercy in Jesus Christ. 
The Gentiles were in unbelief; yet to them the gospel was preached. 
The Jews are now in unbelief ; and to the Jews the same mercy is 
offered. Thus will God’s mercy be displayed to all the world ; and 
every believer in God will adore the riches of his grace. 

After such a view of God’s purpose of election, well might the 
apostle utter these rapturous expressions of praise and admiration : 
**O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out. For who bath known the mind of the Lord, or who hath been 
his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recom- 
pensed to him again ? For ot him, and through bim, and to him, are 
all things ; to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 

And what other sentiments ; what other praises should rather, on 
this present occasion, possess our hearts, and employ our tongues ? 
This view of God's wise, and just, and merciful providence ; this 
astonishing mystery, now unfolded, should inspire us al! with the deep- 
est reverence and adoration. We see ** where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound.” ‘To the nations of the earth, though sitting 
in the darkness of spiritual igiforance, and dead in trespasses and 
sins, was his gospel preached ; on them has this great light shined. 
And the arms of the same mercy are still stretched out to the unbe- 
lieving Jews. Even his judgments evince, not only his truth and 
equity, but that his mercy endureth for ever: that ‘his gifts and 
cailing are without repentance.” ‘Those dispensations, whether gra- 
cious or afflictive, which, in his purpose of election, seem the most 
partial and discriminating, appear, as we understand them, to be de- 
signed for general good. Ii Abrabam was elected, and his posterity 
distinguished by peculiar favours, it was that in his seed all the fumi- 
lies ot the earth should be blessed. If Isaac was preferred before 
Ishmael, and Jacob before Esau, it was for the promotion of the same 
gracious design. For the like benevolent purpose was Pharaoh, and 
afterwards the hardened Jews, though by their hardness fitted for de- 
struction, for a season preserved in prosperity and power, that the ex- 
ample and circumstances of their punishment might be more glorious 
to God, and instructive to men. The Saviour, though ‘+ the seed of 
Abraham,” “ the son of David,” is “a light to lighten the Gentiles,” 
not less than “ the glory of his people Israel ;” and the descendants of 
Esau, with those of Jacob, may well unite in praising God, and ** de- 
claring the wonders that he doeth for the children of men.” His se- 
verity to the Jews is mercy to the Gentiles ; and through this same 
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mercy, the Jews shall hereafter be converted, ‘ and all Israel be 
saved.”’ Daily should we biess God for his dispensations to the Jews ; 
soon will they bless the same Saviour for his mercies to us ; soon will 
it be the subject of their mutual and united gratulations, that “God 
hath mercy on whom he will have mercy ; and whom he will he 
hardeneth.” Let us be humble, no less than thankful, and rejoice 
with reverence ; knowing that the depths of his judgments are un- 
searchable, and his ways past finding out unto perfection. The mys- 
teries which his mercy has revealed, most satisfactorily evince that 
“ God is light, and that in him there is no darkness.” May he so il- 
Juminate our minds, and sanctify our hearts, that we may attain that 
righteousness which is by faith: and to the God of our salvation be 
rendered eternal praise. 


} 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


It is a privilege of inestimable value, whether we consider our present 
or our everlasting interests, that we are in possession of a revelation of 
the Divine word, in which are clearly made known to us the nature 
and attributes of the supreme Being ; the laws to which he requires 
our obedience ; the doctrines that concern our welfare beyond the 
grave, and the consequences connected with the characters which we 
form during our present probationary course. Destined as we are to 
an immortal existence, and accountable to a higher power for all our 
conduct, we cannot be too fervent in our expressions of gratitude, that 
God has been pleased, in his great mercy, to show us the way where- 
in we should walk ; to provide a remedy for all the moral evils to 
which we are made subject, and to lay before us the strongest mo- 
tives to the adoption of those rules of action upon which our future 
safety is dependent. And it would seem, when we reflect upon the 
nature, design, and importance of the holy scriptures, that there could 
be little or no diversity of opinion, on the part of those for whose 
benefit they are intended, in regard to what they teach and declare. 
We might rationally suppose, that all serious and reflecting persons 
would be uni‘ed, both in faith and in practice, and that, with a sincere 
desire to know and to do the will of their Father in heaven, they 
would sacrifice every discordant feeling, and every conflicting interest, 
before the altar of their common reverence, and for the reception of 
tbat truth which is able to make them wise unto salvation. 

But we have been taught, by melancholy experience, that alarming 
divisions do exist in relation to those subjects which explain our duties 
and involve our dearest hopes. From the same source, as is pretended, 
contrary sentiments are imbibed, and, in their separate detence, parties 
are enlisted, whose leading object, is, apparently, the overthrow and 
ruin of one another. It is, therefore, certain, that errours in religion, 
and those, too, which are of no trifling magnitude or doubtful tenden- 
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cv, are greatly prevalent in the Christian world ; and it becomes an 
inquiry of the utmost importance to ascertain their true cause, that 
we may be enabled to escape from their fatal influence and effects. 
It was said by our blessed Lord to the Sadducees, a Jewish sect 
which denied the resurrection of the dead and the life to come, ** Ye 
do err, not knowing the scriptures ;”’ and from this declaration it may 
be justly inferred, that ignorance of the word of God, is the parent of 
fa'se doctrine. Indeed, it would be a reflection upon the wisdom and 
goo:'ness of the divine Author of every good and perfect gift, to sup- 
pose that, in communicating his will to mankind for their instruction 
and safety, he has concealed it under such uncertain and ambiguous 
terms as necessarily to prevent their discovery of the truth. The 
fau't must rather be in themselves; in the want of that good and 
honest beart which ts disposed to faithful examination, and which ad- 
mits with readiness, and nourishes with constancy, the pure seed of 
eterna! life. Taking it, then, for granted, that if all were duly ac- 
quainted with the scriptures, there would be neither mistake nor differ- 
ence of sentiment in religion, it may not be unprofitable to advert to 
some of the reasons which lead to that ignorance which regards sub- 
jects the most important of any that can be presented to our consider- 
ation. And, in the first place, there are, undoubtedly, great numbers, 
who seldom or never read their bibles. By reason of their engagedness 
in the active concerns of life, or an habitual thoughtlessness and indif- 
ference in relation to the events of a future world, they have no dis. 


position to become acquainted with the truths of revelation, and, there- | 


fore, live in a continued and uniform neglect of the inspired volume. 
From their early education and occasional associations with Christian 
people, they may have obtained some general ideas of the doctrines 
of our most holy faith, and be ready to admit the reality of those 
principles which concern their characters as accountable and immor- 


tal beings. But inasmuch as they do not repair for instruction to the | 
only true source of light and knowledge, many errours must of neces- | 


sity be interwoven with their belief, and as it respects holy things 


their feet stand in slippery places. Interest and self love will bias | 
their judgment ; and to countenance the irregularities of their life and © 


conversation, and to render the dictates of conscience propitious to 
their forbidden pursuits, they will strangely pervert what little they 
may chance to know of the way of salvation. And yet, strange as it 


may seem, it sometimes happens, that these very persons will engage © 
in disputes upon the various subjects of revelation, and defend the | 


c.use which they have espoused, in theory, with all the confidence 


of the most expert theologian. The abstruse points of divinity which | 


have presented the greatest difficulties in the way of those who have 
given their days and their nights to the study of the sacred scriptures, are 
comprehended by an almost intuitive glance, and the hallowed mys- 
teries which overshadow the system of man’s redemption are solved 
with a facility to which even an apostle could not pretend. But itis, 
indeed, their ignorance that renders them thus bold and assuming, 
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while their prevailing unconcern for things of another world places 
beyond their view, the actual importance of the subject with which 
they seem familiar, and makes it a matter of little consequence with 
them whether they have the truth or not. 

Religion includes both a science anda duty. !n respect to the one, 
the way which leads to it is rugged and difficult of approach ; that 


_ which conducts to the other, presents no discouragement or hindrance. 


The former invites the pursuit of but few ; the latter claims the de- 


| volion. while it is open and free to the attainment, of all. And here it 
' is. that knowledge is in the highest degree essential ; for it is upon 
‘the characters that we form; the virtues that we cultivate, and the 
| dispositions that we manifest in our relations to God and to man, that 


our eternal destinies are suspended. And how can we become ac- 
quainted with the requisitions of our Maker; with the obstructions 
that oppose us in the way of obedience ; withthe means of resisting 
temptation, and with the motives which lead to constancy and perse- 
verance, unless we diligently and thoroughly examine the chart which 
marks out our course ? A superficial or partial sense of Divine truth, 
derived from accidental circumstances, and associated with many er- 
roneous and corrupt ideas, can never be sufficient to guide us through 
the trials and dangers of life to the realms of immortal blessedness. 
We must be instructed and improved, by the lessons of inspiration, 


in their own undisguised form, and whatever wisdom we would pos- 
_ sess, that tends to salvation, can only be derived from the pure and un- 
adulterated word of God. 


But it needs no argument to prove that where the bible is not read, 
there must be ignorance of its contents, and, consequently, a great lia- 


“bility to errour in whatever opinions are formed upon religious sub- 
_ jects, particularly where the latter interfere with native passions, and 
customary pursuits. And a very small share of observation will pro- 


duce the conviction that no inconsiderable portion of those who are 


called Christians, do almost uniformly, from day to day, and from year 
to year, neglect the perusal of the word of God. With such, faith 
‘can only bea pretence, and whatever hopes are presumptuously in. 


>) eee 


dulged, must finally perish with the expectations of the wicked. It 


is not required, that people who are engaged in the active concerns of 





thoughts from the cares and vanities of the world, and to assist us in 


life, and upon whom their families and society have numerous claims, 


should devote the whole, or even any great part of their time to the 


istudy of the scriptures. But the busiest occupations afford many 


moments and hours of leisure, which might be far more profitably em- 


‘ployed, in obtaining a knowledge of the character and will of God, and 


in adopting principles and cultivating habits with a view to a future 
existence, than in accompanying the idle and the profane to their re- 
sorts of pleasare and of vice. But bowever exclusive may be the 


‘temporal duties of the week, no one can justify his neglect of the bi- 


ble, on that hallowed day which God, in great mercy to us, has set 
apart for the very purpose of giving us opportunity to turn our 
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securing that heavenly inheritance, which Jesus Christ has prepared 
for all his followers. And if our minds are suitably affected with the 
infinite importance of religion, we shail, at that time, so apply our- 
selves to the words of eternal life, as to receive impressions that will 
induce us, on succeeding days, to embrace occasions which might 
otherwise be lost, of advancing, in the same manner, the interests of 
our souls 

There is a second class of persons who gain no knowledge from the 
holy scriptures, not, like the former, on account of their neglect, bit 
because they read the bible only to invalidate its testimony, and to dis- 
prove its Divine origin They are, necessarily, left in ignorance of 
the interesting truths of revelation, from the very object which they 
have in view. Full of self-confidence and arrogant presumption, they 
have settled their minds into a belief, from some weak but plausible 
arguments, that the whole system of our faith is a deception obtruded 
upon the world by artful and designing impostors ; and, in order to 
fortify their refuge of lies, and to give the reins to all the licentious pas- 
sions of a depraved nature, they repair to the bible itself to ascertain 
from its apparent inconsistencies and contradictions, whether they may 
not, with safety, deprive the Almighty of his empire, and man of his 
heaven! In things of little comparative importance, they look for evi- 
dence to satisiy themselves and the world, that all the hopes which 
can be entertained, by our frail and sinful race, of the favour of God 
and the crown of immortality, are vain and delusive. From the 
trifling mistakes of transcribers ; the difficulty of determining and re- 
conciling dates, and the obscurity in which, from our ignorance of 
ancient customs and manners, some tacts are involved, they would 
conjure up a cloud of darkness to brood with eternal gloom over the 
valiey of the shadow of death, and to intercept every ray of light 
which might reach us from the world beyond. Hence, the disposi- 
tion of mind which they carry with them to the examination of the 
sacred volume is, of itself, sufficient to perpetuate and increase their 
blindness : and when it is farther considered that the illuminations of 
the Holy Spirit are necessary to give us a just perception of Divine 
truth, it cannot be deemed strange, that the blessing should be witb- 
held from those whose only object is to weaken the obligations which 
bind the creature to the Creator, and to subject the counsels of om- 
niscience to the scrutiny and censure of a feeble and short-sighted 
mortal. They labour, as they pretend, to vindicate and exalt the 
dignity of human nature ; to free mankind from the bondage of su- 
perstition, and to lead them to assert the original freedom and inde- 
pendence of unshackled minds. But they themselves are slaves to 
the worst of principles, and could their desires be accomplished, the 
anticipated triumphs of reason over ignorance, imposture, and priest- 
craft, would prove but the triumphs of an evil and malignant spirit 
over the ruins of virtue and of happiness. 

Thirdly, there are many persons who are left in ignorance anc 
consequent errour as it regards the bible, by reason of their attempts to 
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pervert its declarations in order to confirm systems which they have 
previously, and without any regard to its instructions, adopted. They 
read, not so much for the discovery of truth, as to find arguments for 
the defence of favourite theories. Their own feelings have provided 
them with a religion to suit their convenience and their interest, and 
for the support of this they make the scriptures to speak a language 
which was never intended by the inspired writers. They are familiar 
with explanations to do away the force of passages which, in their 
literal signification, would bear too hard upon the sentimerts which 
they have imbibed; they possess a remarkable facility in applying 
doctrines and precepts, which they cannot receive consistently with 
their own principles, to subjects and persons in which the men of the 
present age have no concern, and they do not hesitate, when they 
can resort neither to explanation nor perversion, to reject, as uncertain 
or false, whatever comes in the way of their belief. And trom this 
want of candour and impartiality they are easily borne away on the 
stream of errour. Instead of regulating their faith by the bible, they 
have first established the former, and then adjusted to it, in the best 
manner of which they were capable, the declarations of the latter. 
Thus, the deceitfulness of their own hearts is made the standard of 
truth ; and, under the influence of an unworthy and sinful prejudice, 
with the most imperfect notions of what God is in himself, and of 
what he has made known to mankind, they pursue, without prepara- 
tion, and without alarm, their dreary course to the great tribunal. 

Again, there are those who remain ignorant of the scriptures from 
the circumstance of their reading them as a task rather than looking 
to them as a directory. They have been taught from childhood the 
importance and sanctity of the word of God, and from habit have 
obtained an inward veneration of its sacred pages. They, therefore, 
make it a part of their daily duty to read some portion of its contents ; 
but, then, so far from intending this practice to aid and influence 
them in the great duties of life, they do nut even retain the recollec- 
tion of what they have read. Their consciences are satisfied with 
the simple act of perusal, and this they secretly believe will be a 
sufficient sacrifice to entitle them to the favour of God and the blessing 
of eternal life. But how are they the better for the bare performance 
of an external duty with which the heart held no communion? Me- 
chanical services, however strictly observed, cannot enlighten the 
mind or purify the affections. There must be something within, to 
induce and accompany our exertions for salvation, or they will never 
be profitable to us. All the faculties of the soul must be engaged in 
a subject which involves its everlasting welfare. We must read, and 
understand, and practise, or the delusions of the adversary will come 
upon us, and our fancied security be finally exchanged for disappoint- 
ment, remorse, and misery. 

We shall conclude our remarks with a few brief observations upon 
the manner in which it becomes all, who would be preserved from 
ignorance and errour, to read the holy scriptures, in order that, from 
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an acquaintance with the teachings of the divine Spirit, their steps 
may be surely ordered, and their hearts graciously sanctified. 

And to this end, there is, first, essential, a sincere and fervent 
desire to become correctly acquainted with the word of God from a 
regard to our eternal interests. A sense of our characters as sinful, as 
accountable, and as immortal beings, and an anxiety before which 
every earthly good sinks into comparative nothingness, to be num- 
bered with the subjects of Divine favour in the world to come, must 
lead us to the fountain of living waters. It is not enough that we act 
under the influence of an ambition to become prepared to wield with 
skilful dexterity the weapons of theological controversy ; to be enabled 
to encounter, with well-selected arguments from the treasury of inspi- 
ration, the assaults of opposing sectaries, or to gain a short-lived 
distinction among our fellow creatures for superiour attainments in 
the science of Divine truth. To obtain a clear and satisfactory 
answer to the great question, What shall we do to be saved? is to 
be our leading object in the study of the bible, and if we are defi- 
cient here, our progress is impeded at the very threshold. 

Secondly, to avoid the errour which results trom ignorance, we must 
possess a true and lively faith. ‘He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him’’ The apostle informs us, that there were some whom 
‘the word did not profit, not being mixed with faith in them that 
heard it.” Here, indeed, is one of our greatest difficulties ; for the 
subjects of revelation are of so sublime and extraordinary a nature ; 
the events to which it directs our attention do so much surpass every 
thing that we are now accustomed to behold, that the human mind 
almost instinctively shrinks from the contemplation. We find it hard 
to realize, either that circumstances have taken place which are 
recorded, or that the predictions and doctrines which are connected 
with futurity will, in fact, be accomplished and proved. The rising 
of the dead from their graves; the dissolution of the material heavens 
and the earth, and the solemnities of a final retribution, are subjects 
beyond the grasp of our feeble intellect, and the gathering doubts to 
which our natures are prone, and which a thousand temptations are 
ever ready to encourage, easily incline us to reject them. But to 
become truly enlightened, we must, notwithstanding, repose the most 
implicit confidence in the declarations of almighty God. Mystery 
must give way to the principles of a pure and holy faith, and the 
reasoning powers of the creature must acknowledge their insufficiency 
to comprehend the ways and the counsels of the Creator. 

Thirdly, our perusal of the holy scriptures must be attended with 
a full determination to bring all our feelings, opinions, and practices 
to the rules which they prescribe. We are not to accommodate the 
instructions of the bible to our perverse tempers and desires, but to 
seek the regulation of the latter from the standard which is presented 
io us in the former. Nothing will more surely render us the victims 
of delusion and of errour, than to attempt to find in the word of God a 
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justification of the false principles and evil habits which we have 
adopted.” A work of self denial and of labour in subduing worldly Justs 
and propensities is before us as Christians, and it is to aid and support 
us in our exertions, and not to prove them unnecessary. that we 
need the counsel and direction of the sacred volume. What this 
makes incumbent upon us to believe or to do, we are required with zeal 
and fortitude to undertake, and although it may be the right hand 
that is to be cut off, or the right eye to be plucked out, still it is 
better to submit to the trial and the pain than to hazard our eternal 
safety. The selfishness and pride of our natures ; the associations 
of life; and the various interests which invite our pursuils, are 
opposed, in a great degree, to the duties of religion ; but, if we wish 
to understand and to follow the way which leads to the paradise of 
the living God, we must, with determined and persevering vigour and 
constancy, resist every adverse allurement, and adhere to the lessons 
of Divine wisdom in all their fulness and spirituality. 

Finally, our study of the bible must be sanctified by prayer. 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but God alone can give the 
increase. ‘The means of grace are in our hands, and they are all 
wonderfully adapted to our characters and necessities. [t is for us to 
study, to resolve, and to improve, but the blessing is from on high. 
And to obtain this, prayer is like the ladder, which the patriarch saw 
in his vision, reaching from heaven to earth, with the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon it. These are ministering sp-rits to 
those who shall be heirs of salvation. They rise with our petitions 
to the throne of grace, and return to our hearts with the blessed 
answer of peace, of consolation, and of joy. Let us, then, never 
forget, when we open our bibles, to supplicate the Father of mercies 
to illuminate our minds withhis Holy Spirit that, when we go for 
counsel, aid, or support to his word, we may find it, indeed, “ a lamp 
to our feet, and a light to our paths.” 

Reader, is it thus that you attend to the study, and improve from 
the knowledge of the scriptures? Is there with you no errour in faith 
or in practice ? Is your mind at peace from the assurance which you 
derive from the bible, and does the contemplation of your daily 
course, manifesting a continual advance in the graces of a Christian 
life, strengthen and animate the hope which has been kindled in your 
breast by the inspiration of the Most High? Blessed God! take us, 
we beseech thee, under thine all powertul guidance ; lead and pre- 
serve us in the way of truth; and cause us so to understand and 
obey thy testimonies, that we may ever rejoice in the sure prospect of 
the unfading glories of thy kingdom above. 

S. 


———_—_— 


SUNDAY SCHOOL MAGAZINE. 


A tittte monthly publication was commenced in January last, by 

twe clergymen of the Church of England, one of whom has obligingly 

sent us the first two numbers. It is entitled the Religious Instructer, 

or Church of England Sunday School Magazine ; and its object is to 
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provide sound scriptural instruction to Sunday school teachers, their 
scholars, and generally to those who are engaged in the serious edu- 
cation of youth. For this purpose it presents to the reader, essays 
on religious education; short delineations of scripture characters ; 
short sermons addressed to the teachers and scholars of Sunday schools ; 
striking anecdotes of the power of religion on the heart, and expla- 
nations of parts of the Church service, with practical addresses to 
children. Of the scripture characters, there are two given in each 
number ; one from the Old, the other from the New Testament. They 
are arranged also in such a manner as to add much to their impres- 
siveness by the force of contrast. Thus, in the first number, the Old 
Testament character, No. I., is, ‘* Adam before the fall;’’ the 
New ‘Testament character, No. 1., ‘*St. Paul betore his conver- 
sion.’ Inthe second number, the Old Testament character, No. IL., 
iss ** Adam atter the fall; the New Testament character, No. IL, 
is * St. Paul after his conversion.” In this way the great evan- 
gelical doctrine of the ruin and the recovery, the attainder and the 
pardon, the corruption and the renovation, of human nature is more 
distinctly marked, more completely brought down to the compreben- 
sion of the young and ignorant, and more forcibly impressed upon the 
conscience of the awakened sinner. It would gratify us to see an 
American edition of this very interesting publication ; but, in the 
present uncertainty whether there would be sufficient encouragement 
to justify such a measure, and whether the contents of the future num- 
bers will be as generally applicable to the state of our Church as 
those already published, we shall consider ourselves as conferring a 
favour upon our readers by inserting extracts from it in our work. 
It is the desire of the editors to obtain the assistance to be derived 
from the suggestions or communications of intelligent and pious per- 
sons in this country. ‘* Any information connected with the great 
cause of religious instruction ; any anecdotes of the increase of youth- 
ful piety, and the success of Sunday schools ; in short any narrative, 
communication, or extract, calculated to endear religion to the young, 
and extend the knowledge and influence of the gospel in their hearts,” 
the editors assure us, ‘will greatly assist and oblige” them. We 
are Jed, in consequence of this communication, to feel a strong desire 
that our work may be made the vehicle through which information 
from this country, of the character abovementioned, may be con- 
veyed to them; and we hail this desire of mutual co-operation as a 
delightful foretaste of that union which will one day, we trust, pervade 
every portion of the Christian church. We hope our correspondents 
will gratify our wishes in this respect, as it will tend to render our 
own publication more useful, and will enable us to make some return 
for the edification we expect to derive from the labours of our pious 
friends in England. ° 

For the present, we content ourselves with inserting the first article. 


ON THE NECESSITY OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TO THE POOR, ESPE- 
CIALLY IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Ir our opinion of the extent of scriptural knowledge, and the in- 

fluence of scriptural principles in Great Britian, were to be formed 
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from the statements of many writers, we should imagine them to be 
almost universal. Such a conclusion would, however, be very wide 
from the truth and reality.“ The hills and mountains of the prospect 
around us look bright and beautiful in the sunshine, and we take lit- 
tle thought of the lower region, that is overspread with gloom, or 
chilled with fogs and mist. Even thus, we hear and read of the great 
extent of religious education, and of the vast improvement which it has 
effected over the whole population of the land. Dazzled by these 
splendid statements. we never reflect, how greatly ignorance and sin 

et abound ; nor consider how widely the declaration of God to his 
prophet is still verified among us, My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge.—Hos. vi. 6. 

If we would obtain just views of the state of knowledge and holi- 
ness in this country, our application must be made, not to those who 
sit down in their closets to praise it with an unthinking fondness, but 
to those zealous, active, humble servants of Jesus Christ, whom his 
love constrains to Jabour in his cause. They will inform us, that 
knowledge and religion are certainly upon the increase,—that the 
word of God has free course, and is glorified,—that the number of 
those who preach, and of those who profit by the unsearchable rich- 
es of Christ, is daily enlarged,—that the Church of England takes her 
benevolent part in bringing the young, the ignorant, and the desti- 
tute to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. But they will 
also say, that in their visits of mercy among the poor, whether in re- 
tired villages, or in the crowded courts and alleys of Jarge cities, 
there is still a greater mass of early depravity aud guilt, than 
those who have not seen and considered it, can well imagine. They 
will affirm, that not only in Athens were altars dedicated to the 
unknown God ; but that through every part of Great Britain, in this 
apparent noontide of the gospel day, there is an ignorance of its sal- 
vation, and of moral duties, which all who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity, and are anxious for the souls of their brethren, should 
endeavour to remove. If to this testimony be added the records of 
our courts of justice, which exhibit so many awful instances of ear- 
ly crime ; and the reports of the society for inquiring into the causes 
of juvenile delinquency, it will appear that very much remains to be 
done, before the people of this country have made that general pro- 
gress in knowledge, divine and moral, which becomes a nation pro- 
fessing godliness. 3 

The Church of England has long been the refuge of the faith once 
delivered to the saints, amidst the storms and assaults of infidelity, 
blasphemy, and sin; as Noah and his family were enclosed within 
the ark by the hand of God, and floated in security amidst the wild 
uproar of the surrounding deluge. On this very account, the National 
Church has a claim upon all its members, for the best exertions of their 
zeal and love, in behalf of the poor and untaught of her communion, 
Gratitude and responsibility demand us to have compassion on the ig- 
norant, and on such as are out of the way. ‘ Unte whom much is 
given, from them will much be required.” — 
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To discuss the whole mournful subject of popular ignorance, would 
lead to a -enyth of inquiry and argument, far beyond the necessary 
and proper linits of the present work. In the first, however, of a 
short series of essays, intended to animate and encourage Christians 
in the great duty of educating the poor. of rescuing them from the de- 
basement and ruin of sin, and of training them for heaven, it must be 
proper to make a short inquiry into a few of the principal causes of 
that evil which we deplore, and which we would gladly assist to 
remove, 

I The first and most formidable of these causes is evidently one by 
which children, in common with ourselves and all mankind, are influ- 
enced, a nature entirely corrupted and depraved. 

If the minds of children were as pure and untainted as that of their 
first father, when he came from the hand of his Maker, the task of pre- 
paring them for present duties, and for future blessedness, would be 
easy. If the belief that children possess naturally good hearts and 
dispositions, were as just as it is erroneous, they would almost as 
quickly receive, as we could apply, the lessons of truth and good- 
ness. But scripture, experience, and the sentiments of the Church of | 
England utter one united testimony in contradiction of any innate 
principle of rectitude and virtue ; and in establishment of the mourn- 
ful fact, that there is none righteous, no not one.—Rom. iii. 10. 

7 _ 1. If we open the bible, nothing can be more plain than its 
declarations, that the carnal mind ts enmity against God ; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither can be.—Rom. viii. 7. In the 
Old Testament, the Most High has twice asserted, that every human 
being, without exception, is corrupt, not in act only, but ‘* in every 
imagination and thought of his heart.””. The first man born into the 
world, was begotten by" Adam, not in the likeness of God, in which he 
himself had been originally created, but “in his own likeness, ” as a 
fallen corrupt creaturee—Gen. v. 3. Job asks, ‘* who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean?” xiv.4; and again, ** What is man, 
that he should be clean; and he that is born of a woman, that he 
should be righteous ?” xv. 14. Isaiah and Jeremiah speak to the 
same effect, Isaiah vi. 5, Jerem. xvii. 9. The wisdom of the king 
of Israel unites in their testimony, Eccl. ix. 3. The mourning 
psalmist cries, ** Behold [ was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me”’ Ps. li.'5. The New Testament abounds 
with similar assertions. Our blessed Lord says, ‘* That which is 
born of the flesh, is flesh,’ and therefore incapable of enjoying a 
spiritual kingdom, John iii. 6. St. Paul cries, ‘* 1 know that in me, 
that is, in my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing.” * Rom. vii. 18. 
He declares of himself, and of all the human race, that they are ** by 
nature children of wrath,” Ephes. ii 3. and again, “1 see another 
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bring- 
ing me into captivity to the law ofsin which is in my members.”— 
Rom. vii. 23. It is, however, needless to multiply passages, which 
an attentive reader of his bible will easily remember, to an extent 

that renders al! candid doubt or denial impossible. The word of 
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God effectually proves that there is not, and that there shall not be, 
untii trme is lost n the eternal day, a single exception from the do- 
minion of sin over the human heart; what the psalmist testifies of the 
wicked, is true of all the children of men, ** they are estranged from 
the womb ; they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.” 
Ps. Ivini. 3 

2. Indeed, if the scriptures have failed to convince us of the doc- 
trine of orivinal sim, an attentive observer could not have looked 
abruad into the world. without being persuaded that children, even in 
their most tender vears, dispiay the power of that evil heart of un- 
belief, which departs from the living God.—Heb. iii. 12. If the 
tempers of children be examined, some may be found more full of 
evil; but a child, in whose heart folly and iniquity were not bound 
up, has never yet been seen. If a child be in any considerable de- 
gree free {rom impatience and fretiulness, from selfishness and false- 
hood, it becomes an object of. admiration. Nor, as reason and 
understanding are enlarged, dothe young improve their faculties in 
seeking the things that belong to their eternal peace ; but rather in 
pursuing the things of time and sense. It will be observed, that this 
corruplion of nature and principle is not confined to the children of 
wicked and depraved parents, but extends to the most virtuous and 
holy : so as abundantly to make good the melancholy conclusion, 
that *‘ the whole world lieth in wickedness.” John v. 19. 

3. ‘The articles and services of the Church of England give their 
strong evidence to the same mournful fact. ‘They assert, in language 
which its consistent and conscientious members cannot possibly deny, 

that natural man is entirely fallen from God and goodness. ‘* Original 
sin is the fault and corruption of every man, that, naturally is engen- 
dered of the offspring of Adam; whereby man is very far gone 
from original righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, 
so that the flesh lusteth always contrary to the Spirit; and, therefore, 
in every person born into this world, it deserveth God's wrath and 
damnation.”* And again, ‘* The condition of man, after the fall of 
Adam, is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself by his own 
natural srength and good works, to faith, and calling upon God ; 
wherefore we have no power to do good works, pleasant and accepta- 

le toGod, without the grace of God in Christ preventing us, that we 

may have a good will, and working with us when we have that good 
will.”’*t The general confession breathes the same language, and 
declares that ** there is no health in us.” The whole tenour and 
spirit of the liturgy acknowledges that we have no power of ourselves 
to help ourselves, and leads irresistably to the melancholy conclusion, 
‘that all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Rom. 
lii. 22, 

Begin the work of instruction, therefore, as early as we may, let the 
lips of infancy be first taught to utter the language of religion, and 
show forth the praise of God, yet shall we be anticipated. There is 
an elder principle of sin, which may, by the Divine blessing, be 
counteracted, but which cannot be prevented. It is born with all ; 


* Art. ix. + Art. x. 
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and if the corrective be not applied, will ‘“‘ grow with their growth, 
and strengthea with their strength.” 

Be it remembered also, that this is a state, not only of enmity to- 
wards God, but on which the Divine anger rests, and which it will 
punish. ‘‘ [It deserveth God’s wrath and damnation.” If that wo 


is to be escaped by children, and by all, they must be renewed in the | 


spirit of their mind.”—Ephes. iv. 23. Their whole dispositions 
must be changed from earthly and carnal, to spiritual and heavenly. 
‘Old things must pass away, and all things must become new.”— 
2 Cor. v. 17. Ifthig, entire and wondrous change be not wrought 
upon them, they must remain ‘* aliens from the commonwealth of the 
spiritual Jsrael, strangers to the covenant of promise ; having no hope, 
and without God in the world.” —Ephes. ii. 12. 

Is this a state then, in which Christians, animated by the love of 
God, and the love of souls, should permit their fallen. brethren to live 
and die? Should they allow this evil principle to remain unchecked, 
and to increase to a dreadful harvest and maturity of sin and death ? 
Should they not endeavour to lead the young from enmity to love, 
from sin to holiness, from the sentence of death, to the hope and certain- 
ty of life and bliss? Should they not desire to show them the way to 
pardon and holiness, through the atoning sacrifice of God in Christ 
Jesus ; and through the influence of that blessed Spirit, ‘who alone 
can put into the mind good desires, and enable men to bring the same 
to good effect?” They will certainly strive to relieve bodily wants ; 
they will improve the minds of children; but they will especially 
endeavour to turn them, by divine grace, to God, and see them grow 
in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Such will be a Christian's 
aim. The holiest ambition can have no nobler exercise than its 


pursuit,—-the tenderest love no greater gratification than its success. 
U. 





BOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 
BOOK II. 


Translated from the original German of Klopstock. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 195.) 


Erernat! how dost thou exalted then 

Smile pitying! as, o’er the murky lake, 

He strives the tempest to conduct ; and thinks, 

Full of desire, it is the soft west wind ! 

Then bursts the hurricane around ; 

His wings quiver with awe undying, and e’er glare 
Baleful behind, his desolated plains ! 

With grimmest rage Belielel thinks upon 

The variegated springs of heaven, that beam 

Like youngest seraphs’ smiles.~ How long’d the fiend 
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To make such reign around heli’s blasted vales. 
But vain! he sighs despairing ; while his glance 
Nought meets, save shapeless darkness, fields of wo, 
Of wo unending ; sorrow and dismay ! 

Sad sought the king Belielel ; but his soul 

E’er burnt to wreak its vengeance o’er the head 
Of him thro’ whose curst crimes he had been huri’d 
From heaven’s ever-verdant fields to nought! 

Thus thought he, and each century, as it roll’d 

But serv’d to add towards his quenchless hate. 
Thou, too, that dwell’st below the still dead sea ; 
Thou saw’st, from forth thy waters, the return 

Of Satan! Out the womb of whirlpools rose 
Magog, his prince to meet; the pitchy mass 

Of waves divided at his tread of might. 

He rose to curse th’ Eternal! Since the day 
Heaven saw him curst from out her, had his tongue 
But imprecations utter’d. To destroy 

Hell, and annihilate its haughty lord, 

Did he e’en use eternities thereto,) 

ere his wild projects! Vengeance swelled him too! 

And, as he foaming trod hell’s depths, he cast 
His mountain-billows thro’ th’ abyss and sat! 
*T was thus th’ infernal princes gathered round 
Their potentate ;—as islands torn away 

From their own ocean-seats ; with such a sound 
Echoed the train, while countless poured in 
The lesser mob bebind them. So dash hoarse 
Wild waves against the foot of some dread pile. 
Singing curs’d deeds, that outraged heaven,(O ! had 
Its thunders cleft them ’mid their impious mirth,) 
On hoarse unhallowed harps, set to the sounds 
Of death and horrour, did they sing! *Twas like 
The waving of tall cedars, at the hour 
Of midnight pealing awful; when sweeps by 
On brazen car the blast, and Hermon quakes. 
The arch-fiend heard them, wildly ravished heard ; 
And rose impetuous. Far, amid the crowd, 
He marked the Atheists, a race, whose look 
E’er traits of mockery bears: high *mongst them stood 
Gog, their appalling leader, rais’d in form 
And phrenzy o’er the rest. ,To prove that all 
Of heaven, of God, of judgment, is the dream 
Of erring thought is theirs ; for this they stoop, 
To bow, persuade, and should all else be vain, 
To give their stormy passions reign. Disdain 
Fill’d Satan, as he viewed them; for, amidst 


.The darkness of his empire, did he still 


Confess the Eternal, Oft, in deepest thought 
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He look’d around, then rose ; and then again 
Resumed his throne of fire. Alike the storm 
That slow collects its forces, e’er it sits 
Upon some mount’s inhospitable brow 
Were the fiend’s thoughts, before he slow address’d 
"Midst thunders issuing torth, the guiity train. 

(10 BE CONTINUED.) 
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—_——-sen 
——_——— 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
GEORGIA, 


Witn great pleasure do we “present to our readers an abstract of 
the proceedings of the first convention of the diocese of Georgia, 
which was held in the city of Augusta from the 241) to the 28th of 
February last. Alter the usual forms of procedure at the opening of 
conventions, a committee was appointed to draft a constitution for 
the diocese, consisting of the three clergymen present, the Rev E. 
Matthews, A Carter, and H Smith, and three laymen, Edward F. 
Campbell, Esq., Dr. James B. Rea, and Mr. Peter Guerrard. The 
following constitution, as reported by this committee, was considered 
by paragraphs, and unanimously adopted. 


Constitution of the Protestant mplscopel Church, in the state of Geor- 
gia,as it was unanimously adopted by aconvention of the said Church, 
holden in the city of Augusta. on the 28th day of February, 1823. 
Provided, however, that nothing therein contained, shali be so con- 
strued, as to contravene any part of the constitution or canons 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United States of 
America. . 


Art. 1. The several congregations of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this state, now represented in this convention, shall be considered as 
one church or diocese ; to be known and designated by the name of 
the ‘* Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Georgia,” with a 
view to a union with the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America 

Art.2. Any congregation of said Church in this state, not now represent- 
ed in this convention, by making application to the convention for ad- 
mission shall, on acceding to this constitution, be received into union 
with this Church or diocese. 

Art. 3. A convention of this Church shal! be held on the third Monday 
in April, 1824, and on the same day of each succeeding year, at such 
place as the previous convention may appoint : Provided. however, 
That no convention shall be opened for the transaction of business, 
unless there be present, at least, two clergymen, and delegates from 
two congregations. And in case no convention be formed, the stand- 
ing officers of the last convention shall hold their anpenies offices 
until successors shall be appointed. 
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Art. 4. All clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of regular 
standing, residing and statedly officiating in this state, shall be con- 
sidered (ex officio) members of the convention. Each congregation 
in union with this Church, shall be entitled to a representation by one 
lay delegate or more, at discretion, not exceeding three ; to be ap- 
pointed by the church wardens and vesiry of the congregation, to 
which such delegate or delegates may respectively belong. 

Art. 5. Every convention shall be opened with Divine service and a 
sermon, the preacher to be appointed by the previous convention. 

Art. 6. The convention shall deliberate and act as one body, unless 
when any member shall call for a division on any question ; in which 
case, each clerical member shal] be entitled to one vote, and the lay 
delegates of each congregation jointly, toone vote: and a majority of 
both orders shall be necessary to a division. 

Art. 7. At every meeting of the convention, a president shall be cho- 
sen from among the clergy, until a bishop be appointed for the diocese, 
who shall then be (ex officio) president of the convention. 

Art. 8. At each annual meeting of the convention, a secretary and 
treasurer shall be chosen from among the members thereof, each to 
hold his respective office, until the next annual convention. 

Art. 9. A standing committee shall be chosen at each annual meeting 
of the convention, to consist of three clerical and three lay members, of 
the time and place of whose meetings, due notice, in writing, shall be 
given to all the members thereof, at least four weeks before the time 
of such meeting. At a meeting thus notified, any four members 
(provided one be a clergyman) shall form a quorum. 

The standing committee shall meet as soon as practicable after 
their election, and choose a president and secretary from among their 
own number; and it shall be the duty of the president to call a meet- 
ing of the committee whenever he shall deem it necessary, or when- 
ever he shall be required so todo by any three or more members of 
the committee. 

The standing committee shall have power to call special conventions 
of this Church, whenever peculiar circumstances may render it neces- 
sary : Provided, at least four weeks notice of the time and place of 
holding such convention, shall be given in writing to all the clergymen, 
and all the congregations connected with this Church. 

The general powers and duties of the committee shall be such as 


_ are designated by the general constitution of the Church. 


Art. 10. The convention shall in all cases elect its officers by bal- 
lot, each clergyman to be entitled to one vote, and each congregation 
to one vote, to be expressed by its delegation. 

Art. 11. After the close of this convention, no alteration of this 
constitution shal] be made, but at an annual meeting of the conven- 
tion ; and then, only with the concurrence of at least two thirds of the 
members present. 


According to the provisions of the 7th and 8th articles, the Rey. 
A. Carter was unanimously elected president, Doct. I. B. Read, 
treasurer, and Doct. Thomas I. Wray, secretary. The convention 
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then proceeded to pass 4 canons; The Ist prescribes the manner of | 
organizing congregations by the election of 2 wardens and any num. | 
ber of vestrymen at discretion, and by officially informing the bish- 
op, or. when there is no bishop, the standing committee, that they are 
thus organized. The 2d makes it the duty of the president of the stand. 
ing committee, in case he shall call a specia/ convention, to specify in | 
his notice, the business for which such convention is called; the 3d | 
provides that an accurate parochial register be kept by every clergy- | ' 
man, of which a written account is to be rendered at every annual | 

convention ; and the 4th requires each church, duly represented in the ! 
conven ion, to pay 15 dollars annually for defraying the incidental ex. _ 
penses of the convention. s. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the standing 
committee, viz :—Rev. E. Matthews, Rev. A. Carter, Rev. H Smith, 
of the clergy ; E. F. Campbell, Esq., Jacob Wood, Doct. I. B. Read, | 
of the laity. 

A resolution was passed acceding to the constitution of the Protestant _ ie 
Episcopal Church of the United States of America, and requesting — 
the delegation from the diocese to give official notice of the same at _ 
the approaching meeting of the general convention. The Right Rev. 
Doct. Bowen, bishop of South Carolina, was invited to perform Epis- — 
copal offices in Georgia under the regulations prescribed by the 20th — 
canon of the general convention. And a society for the advance. — 
ment of Christianity in that state was instituted and placed under the — 
control of the diocesan convention. A committee was appointed to 
draw up a suitable address to the members of the Church in Georgia. — 
The address so prepared was unanimously adopted and ordered to be — 
printed with the journals. We think it an interesting paper ; and as — 
it is, in the main, applicable to every part of our country, and espe- 
cially to those in which the Church is still in its infancy, we have no — 
doubt that our readers will peruse it with profit as well as pleasure.— 


We therefore give it entire. 








The first convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church for the — 
state of Georgia, to all the scattered members of that Church, — 
throughout the state of Georgia. 
The present. brethren, is an interesting era, in the local history of” 

our venerable Church. It marks the dawnof a brighter day upon her” 

prospects. She now appears as a ‘*city that is at unity in itself.” 

Her spiritual building is now **fitly framed together that it may” 

grow unto an holy temple in the Lord.” Duly and harmoniously ~ 

organized, she is now about to exchange the feebleness of individual, 
separate action, for the strength of united, concentrated effort. She 
is about to take a name, and a station, among her sister churches in © 
our country, and toform a component part of that glorious body, of 
which Christ Jesus, our ascended Lord, is the glorified Head. 
Deeply indeed are we indebted to this divine Head of the church, 

for his fostering care over ber infant state—for having preserved iv 

her members, when as yet ** they were few in number, yea, very few, 

and they strangers in the land ;” their attachment to her pure and 
primitive principles, and their zeal for her interests; for having put 
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r of > it into their hearts to associate for the celebration of her services, 
ym. | and the reception of her ordinances—and, finally, for having now 
ish. | united by one tie of Christian fellowship, these separate associations 


erro 
Ree alll 


are | into one body, animated by one spirit, having ** one faith, one Lord, 
nd. |, one baptism.” 
y in | These, indeed, are causes of the most lively gratitude, and we trust 











that you will cordially unite with us, in the thankful acknowledge- 


3d | 
: ment, that the band of the Lord has been over us for good. Yes, 


gore ars 


a brethren, ‘‘ hitherto hath the Lord helped us,” and while we grate- 
the | fully acknowledge his aid, while we rejoice in the animating pros- 
ex.) pects which it opeas to our view, let us remember, that it is both our 


+» duty and our privilege, to be * fellow-workers with God” in the es- 
ding 4 tablishment and extension of his church; and that on the zealous, 
sith, © indefatigable discharge of this duty, in a great measure, depends the 
ead, | actual acquisition of those important advantages, which are now ap- 

' parently within our reach. It is the good pleasure of God to work by 
tant i means ; to accomplish the purposes of his providence by human in- 
sting N strumentality. If, then, we would attain the end, we must use the 
>» at. means. ‘It is good always tobe zealously affected ina good cause ;”* 
Rev. ' and what cause can more imperiously demand our warmest zeal, 
Spis- than the welfare of the Redeemer’s church, which was ‘* purchased 
20th | by his blood?” Brethren, to you we look. In the name of our com- 
nce. mon faith, our common hopes, and, above all, of our common Lord, 
the | We ask your prayers and your co-operation. ‘Pray ye the Lord of 
.d to | the vineyard, that he would crown their labours with an abundant 
rgia. © harvest.” In dependence on that aid which he has promised to the 
o be | prayer of faith, diligently use your own exertions for the establish- 
das | ment of that Church, which, in your infancy, received you into her 
bosom, or, in maturer years, admitted you to her altar. She has a 











i » claim on your affections and on your aid. She is the church of your 
e.— fathers; in her faith they were baptized, and lived, and died ; in her 
words they presented their petitions before God ; at her altar they 
knelt, and ker solemn services consecrated their commitment to the 
the | grave. 
arch, § It is not, however, on the feelings of nature, the tender recollections 
» of filial piety, that we would rest her claims. In herself she is wor- 
ry off thy of your affection and support. Her ministry is apostolick ; her 
n her | Comstttutzon is primitive ; her s-rvices are fervent and animated, yet 
elf,” ) chastened and reverential ; her doctrines are the doctrines of the bible, 
may” the doctrines of the cross ; her only object is the promotion of “pure 
susly | and undefiled religion.” Such, brethren, is the Church in whose es- 
dual, | ablishment we ask your aid. 

Shel Brethren : you act, not only for yourselves, but also for those who 
es in | Will succeed you. In laying the foundation, and rising the goodly fa- 
y, of brick of our Zion, you will be engaged in a work for which posterity 

; will bless your memory. When you shall be laid low in the grave, 
urch, Your children and your children’s children will think on you with 
ed in $tatitude. They will reap fruits of righteousness, and joy, and peace, 
few, i from that very seed which you will cast into the ground, and on which 
and | ¥0% will invoke the blessing of the Most High. 
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We are aware, brethren, that there are difficulties to be encounter- 
ed. Your number is small, and the individuals composing that num- 
ber, are, perhaps, scattered. But be not disheartened. ‘These obsta- 
cles are not insurmountable. Despondence itself must become san- 
guine, when it inspects the record of our past proceedings. Incredu- 
lity itself must believe, that he who ‘* hath thus begun among us a 
good work, will perform it’? unto the end. 

However small, then, be your number in each vicinity, let that 
small number be embodied. The master whom you serve, declared, 
that ** wheresuvever even two or three should be gathered together in 
his name, there would he be in the midst of them.” Make the ex- 
periment. Fear not, even though you be ‘a little flock.” The 
‘great Shepherd of the sheep,” who “ laid down his life” for their 
sakes. can augment your number, and cause you “to go in and out 
and find pasture.” Under the strong convictions of duty, and in your 
masier’s name, set up the standard of the Church. It will be hailed 
with joy, by many aneye now dim with age, that once gazed upon 
it with youthful a and it will, perhaps, allure to the great 
* Captain of your salvation,” many who are now engaged in the ser- 
vice of ‘the world, the flesh, and the devil.” 

Brethren: we invite and entreat your free and full communications 
on all points connected with the situation, the wants. and the prospects 
of the Church, in your respective vicinities. A knowledge of the ac- 
tual stute and necessities of the Church, is indispensable, in order to 


the amelioration of the one, and the reliefofthe other. Any counsel - 


or aid, in the furtherance of your exertions, which the providence of 
God may place in our power, shall be cheerfully accorded. 

At a crisis like the present, brethren, when the Church of our fath- 
ers. in this state, is for the first time, concentrating her energies, and 
assuming an organized form, it will not, we trust, be regarded as an 
indication of sectarian narrowness, but as a suggestion of prudence 
and of duty, when we remind you of the exclusive claims which your 
own Zion (especially under existing circumstances) bas upon your 
liberality. Her wants are now various and pressing. Her very ez- 
isience depends on your willing contributions. All the surplus of your 
means would not be more than adequate to the supply of her necessi- 
ties. ‘To the supply of these, and these only, let that surplus now be 
devoted. We wish you not wholly to confine your charities, either 
temporal or spiritual, within the pale of your own communion, but 
there, at the least, let them begin. Turn not the stream of your be- 
nevolence into many and various channels, until it has first fully wa- 
tered and refreshed your own enclosure; then, when this is accom- 

lished. let it also extend its refreshing influence to others. It is 
doubtless our duty, ** as we have opportunity, to do good unto all men,” 
but it is especially our duty to do good to those who are of the same 
‘+ household of faith.” The apostle has stigmatized as “ a denier ot 
the faith, as worse than an infidel,” the man who ‘“ provides not for 
,ose of his own household,” and the remark is not more justly ap- 
plicable to the natural, than it is to the spiritual family, To the sup- 
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port, then, of that spiritual family with which you are connected, first 
contribute with a devoted heart and a willing hand ; when its wants 
are fully supplied, then seek another depository for your contribu- 
tions to the cause of God. . 

In conclusion, brethren, suffer us once more to entreat your zealous 
go-operation in this “work of faith and labour of love,’’ and espe- 
cially your union with us in fervent prayer to our common Lord, that 
be would indeed establish our Zion on ‘the rock of ages ;*’ that he 
would “make fast the bars of her gates, and bless her children in 
her ;”’ that be would make her “ an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations.” - 

** We commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified through the faith that is in Christ Jesus.” 


—_———— 


OBITUARY. 


Tue Honourable John Phillips, whose death bas been recently an- 
nounced, was born in Boston, on the 26th of November, A. D. 1770. 
He was deprived of the blessing of a father’s care before he was 
two years old, and at the early age of seven, became a student at 
Phillips’s academy in Andover, where be acquired the rudiments of 
his education. He was favoured in having a mother, who was judi- 
cious and persevering, with great strength ot mind. To her, straitened 
as she was in her pecuniary circumstances, he felt, in his maturer 
years, that he owed every thing be was in life, his education, and all 
his prosperity. She lived to witness his success ; to take delight in the 
many tokens of confidence and respect which were given him ; to re- 
ceive, in his deportment towards her, the recompense of the most ex- 
emplary filial piety, and preceded him but a few weeks, as we trust, 
in her passage to the regions of the blessed. 

At Andover, he was an inmate in the family, and, being a kinsman, 
enjoyed the benefit of the friendship and of the counsel of the late Lt. 
Gov. Samuel Phillips, a gentleman remembered, by many now upon the 
stage of life, as distinguished for unwavering integrity, sound judgment 
and fervent piety, for whose character Mr, Phillips always expressed 
the most affectionate and sincere respect. 

From Andover, he was removed to Harvard college ; and, in 1788, 
he was graduated bachelor of arts, having assigned to him, in the 
exercises of commencement, one of the most bonourable performances 
in his class. He immediately commenced the study of the law in 
Boston ; before arriving at the age of twenty-one, was in practice as 
a lawyer; and, from this period until his decease, continued to reside 
among us. Soon after commencing practice, he was appointed coun- 
ty attorney for Suffolk, and upon the establishment of the municipal 
court, in 1800, he was elected by the people the first town advo- 
tate to represent them before that tribunal, to which office he was 
annually, chosen until he declined a re-election. In 1803, he repre- 
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sented his native town in the legislature, and in 1804, was chosen a 
senator for the district of Suffolk, to which situation he was annually 
re-elected nineteen years, retaining it until his death. During the 
last ten years, he was president of the senate, and it is confidently 
believed has left behind him a reputation for impartiality, dignity, and 
promptness, in the discharge of the duties of that high station, which 
lsas never been surpassed. In 1809, he was honoured with a com- 
mission as judge of the court of common pleas. His speeches in 
the convention of 1820, and upon many other occasions, were distin- 
guished for their condensation of much solid argument; they exhi- 
bited strength of mind, and were delivered with uncommon impres- 
siveness of manner. It was not his habit in any assembly to occupy 
the floor for a long period, but he always commanded attention and 
his opinions were received with great respect. His recent election, 
to the office of mayor, was a decided expression of the publick sen- 
timent in his favour, unsolicited by him or his friends. In that diffi- 
cult situation, he did much which commanded the respect of those 
who were associated with him in the administration; which drew 
from his successor the well-earned compliment that * it was impossible 
for him, after having examined the records of the city, to refrain from 
expressing the sense he entertained of the services of the high and 
honourable individual who had filled the chair of the city during the 
past year, as well as of those of the wise, prudent, and faithful citizens 
who composed, during that period, the city council.” ‘ The first ad- 
ministration,” says he, *‘ have laid the foundations of the prosperity 
of our city deep, and on right principles, and whatever success may 
attend those who come after them, they will be largely indebted for 
it to the wisdom and fidelity of their predecessors; and future 
magistrates, perceiving the fruits of his prudence and judgment, long 
after he has slept with his fathers, shall rise up and call him blessed, 

But whilst his publick services claim and have received the testimo- 
ny of this community’s gratitude, it is upon the recollection of his do- 
mestick character, that his friends will longest delight to dwell. His 
example, as a citizen, a man, and a Christian, is indeed precious. In 
the close relations of husband, son, father, and brother, he was most 
exemplary. 

Probably no man among us has been so often solicited to accept 
the trusts of executor and guardian. Many of these requests he de- 
clined, from necessity, being occupied with publick business ;_ with 
how much fidelity and skill he executed these trusts, when accepted, 
can best be told by those who bave been the objects of his care.— 
He was eminently and disinterestediy the friend and counsellor of 
the widow and the orphan. 

There was much in the character of Mr. Phillips, which command- 
ed respect, and much which conciliated affection and esteem. Urbanity, 
integrity, and wisdom, were ils most prominent traits. In his man- 
ners, he was dignified, without distance or reserve; always affable 
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and accessible to all. His modesty, notwithstanding the many pub- 
lick and prominent situations which be had sustained, was remarka- 
ble. Inthe tamily circle, his benign aspect, his cheerful pleasantry, 
and his manly and instructive conversation, will be fondly remem- 
bered, long after the recollection of his publick services shall have 
faded from the publick mind. ‘That circle so lately enlivened by 
his presence, cheered by his smiles, and guided by his paternal coun- 
sels, is now desolate. The wind has passed over him and he is 
gone. God has changed his countenance and sent him away. His 
pure spirit, spared the agony of a painful conflict, was released with- 
out a struggle. 

His religious views and itnpressions were strong and practical. 
He exhibited his reverence for the ordinances of our holy religion, 
by a devout and humble participation of the holy sacrament. His 
family daily witnessed his devotions, and he was not ashamed in his 
addresses on publick occasions to confess his faith and veneration of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. ‘ Purity of manners,” says he, in his 
address upon his inauguration as mayor, ‘‘ and strict attention to the 
education of the young ; above all, a firm, practical belief of that Di- 
vine revelation, which has affixed the penalty of unceasing anguish to 
vice, and promised to virtue rewards of interminable duration, will 
counteract the evils of any form of government ;” and at the close, 
“| will detain you no longer, from the discharge of the important 
duties which now devolve upon you, than to invite you to unite in 
beseeching the Father of light, without whose blessing all exertion 
is fruitless, and whose grace alone can give efficacy to the counsels 
of human wisdom, to enlighten and guide our deliberations with the 
influence of his Holy Spirit, and then we cannot fail to promote the 
best interests of our fellow-citizens.” 

His upright, gentlemanly, and able course of conduct, amidst the 
unavoidable collisions of the bar, his dignified and independent de- 
portment upon the bench, his unsurpassed impartiality, promptness 
and accuracy as the presiding officer in the highest deliberative body 
in the state, and his unsullied, unsuspected integrity, unsuspected 
even by his political adversaries. establish his character as an upright 
and virtuous man; but ‘his reliance for salvation,” as he has himself 
declared, in the most solemn of instruments, made several years pre- 
vious to his decease, and in the midst of health, ** was solely on the 
merits of his Lord Jesus Christ.” His life and conversation gave full 
and continual evidence that Christian principles had a commanding 
influence over his whole mind and character. He has been taken 
from the midst of “active exertion and usefulness when he was never 
more dear and valued to bis friends ; ** but the scene is closed, and we 
are no longer anxious Jest misfortune should sully his glory ; he has 
travelled on to the end of his journey, and carried with hrm an increas- 
ing weight of honour—he has deposited it safely where misfortune can- 
not tarnish it, where malice cannot blast it. Favoured of heaven, 
he departed without exhibiting the weakness of humanity !” 














232 To Correspondents. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our correspondent from New York, who complains that the intelli- — 
gence is no more complete in our abstract of the journal of the New | 


York convention, and who accuses us of * inattention,’’ and want of 


** acumen and research,” should remember that we do not profess to 


spe 


give, in our abstracts, information that is not contained in the reports on _ 
which they are founded. Every reader of the Gospe] Advocate must — 


have seen how much we have lamented the imperfection of the parochial 


returns in many parts of the Church. It is not our fault, if the returns in © 


the diocese of New York were incomplete ; and we think we may, with 
propriety, suggest to our New York correspondent the application of 
the exhortation “ cast out first the beam,”’&c. We do not, however, 
agree with him, that, “ if the report was imperfect, it should have been 
better policy to have omitted it altogether.’ Correct intelligence is 
valuable, as far as it goes, although it does net extend to all the parts 
upon which information is desirable, or to all parts of the Church. 

There is no danger that, in consequence of the incompleteness of 
the returns, our abstracts shall give an inferiour and unfavourable 
view of the state of the Church, because the number of parishes, from 
which returns are received, is always stated, in connexion with the re- 
sult which is given. 

To show our querulous friend how little cause there is for his 
charge of inattention, in respect to the other article of intelligence to 
which he refers, we inform him, that the state of that business is not 
yet such as to render it practicable to give a full account of it, nor 
proper for the publick to interfere with it. 

We have received an interesting address of a clergyman at the in- 
terment of a venerable member of the Church, which is unavoidably 

tponed to the next number. Several other communications are 
on file, and will be speedily attended to. 

Clericus on clerical aberrations is on file for insertion. 

** An old fashioned Churchman,” ** on non-conforming Churchmen,”’ 
we must decline to insert. We disapprove its spirit in many points. 
We beg the author to favour us with articles rather on the ** power of 


Godliness.” We have not room for those of so great length on its 


‘6 forms.”’ 


Remarks on Goodrich’s history of the United States, by an Epis- © 


copalian of South Carolina, cannot be admitted. The occasion of 


the notice is not of sufficient general importance; and the whole — 


subject tends to anger and contention. 


The extracts from Horsley’s charges, valuable as the thoughts o/ — 
that eminent man may be, are inapplicable to the circumstances o! — 


the Church in this country. 


ERRATUM. 


Present Number, page 224, in the running title of some copies, for South Caro- 
lina, read Georgia. 
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